Pathways to nowhere.
Early in the decade, health care discovered a powerful patient care management tool: the clinical path. Leaders in the field latched onto paths as the solution to cost and quality dilemmas, but they overlooked the importance of the underlying principles of quality management. Beyond Clinical Paths, a new book from American Hospital Publishing, focuses on the issues critical to successful quality improvement through clinical paths. The following excerpt by the book's editor, Patrice L. Spath, sets the stage for a new approach to clinical quality.